
Town of Pownal   
Short Term Rental Registration Policy 

 
 
Purpose:  To provide the Select Board, Code Enforcement Officers, Town Clerk 
and Assessors Agent with clear documentation of short-term rental properties 
within the Town of Pownal.  The operation of short-term rental(s) must be effi-
ciently regulated in order to guarantee that life safety, fire protection and public 
safety standards are met. 
 
Registration and Protocols:   
 

A. Before advertising, operating or renting a Short-Term Rental (STR): 
 

1. The STR owner must complete the Short-Term Rental Registration appli-
cation that is available at the Town Office or the website. 

2. A site and unit inspection by the Code Enforcement Officer and the Fire 
Chief shall be performed on all STR units within the Town of Pownal.  
The Code Enforcement Officer shall determine if compliance with the the 
current building code and life safety standards have been met. If a current 
Certificate of Occupancy, and STR Registration has been filed with the 
town and no changes have been made to the dwelling, the Rental Owner's 
Self-Inspection Checklist will apply. If there is no Certificate of Occu-
pancy, and STR Registration on file with the town or changes have been 
made to the dwelling, the Code Enforcement Officer and Fire Chief will 
conduct onsite inspections. Inspections will be scheduled no later than 30 
days of receipt of the completed registration form.  

3. The Code Enforcement Officer shall determine if compliance with the 
current building code and life safety standards have been met  

4. The approved wastewater disposal system must be suitable for the type of 
STR.   The applicant shall submit all information requested by the Code 
Enforcement Officer that demonstrates adequate cumulative sanitary 
waste disposal for both the primary residence and the short-term rental 
residence. 

5. The outcome of the inspection, discoveries and any necessary remedies 
shall be provided in a letter to the owner of the STR, the Select Board and 
Town Clerk. 

 
B. A short-term rental shall not be considered registered until: 

1. All the required information and fees are provided to the satisfaction of 
the Code Enforcement Officer. 
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2. The Code Enforcement Officer issues a Short-Term Rental Registration 
certificate for the STR. 

  
C. It is the responsibility of the owner to make sure that the information is always 

kept current and to notify the Code Enforcement Officer of any changes. 


