Town of Pownal / Public Hearing & Select Board Meeting
April 28, 2025

Present: Jon Morris, Andy O’Brien, Kate Day, Becky Taylor-Chase
Public Present: Tim Giddinge, Bo Chesney, Dick Hogue, Matt Nielsen, Marcia Bowen, Sandy
Schumann, Heidi Richards, Brad Holden

1. Chair Morris called the Public Hearing to order, 5:30pm. The Annual Town Meeting
Warrant (and narrative) and the Land Use Ordinance articles were reviewed. Some
minor changes were made. Of note:

A. Tim Giddinge suggested that we reverse Articles 27 and 28 regarding the dormer
repair putting the larger amount to be voted on first.

B. Sandy Schumann asked how taxes will be affected with this budget. Chair Morris
said that they will have a better idea by Town Meeting and will provide that
information.

C. It was suggested that in the wording in Articles #22, 23, and 24, to add the word
“proposed” before “future co-located fire station and public works facility” and to
also add some wording that makes it clear that residents will be voting on the
actual building of a facility at a future town meeting.

Public Hearing adjourned at 6:15pm.

L Chair Morris called the regular Select Board meeting to order, 6:30pm.
1L Pledge of Allegiance.
IIL It was moved and 2™ to approve FY25 AP Warrant #23 in the amount of
$330,153.61, all voted in favor.
It was moved and 2™ to approve Payroll Journal #410 in the amount of $11,879.81;
all voted in favor.
IV.  Minutes of April 14, 2025, were approved as written.
V. Public Comment
a. Heidi Richards to discuss clarification around definitions and procedures for
ordinances and policies. It seems there is a clear process for ordinances with
public hearings, vote at town meeting, etc. Policies drafted by the Select Board
can be changed at any time without a town meeting vote. How are people kept
informed? What would a process be if a resident were denied a request based on
a policy rather than an ordinance? The Select Board noted that ordinances are
much more stringent where as a policy can be a bit more flexible. If a resident
needs to appeal a vote based on a policy, they would go directly to the Select
Board. Heidi reiterated that it would be important for the future that there is a
clear process and communication tools used for policies. Marcia Bowen stated
that she agrees that it would be helpful for residents to have a clear process.
VL Department Head reports can be viewed on their respective website page(s).



VIL

VIIL

IX.

XI.

XIL

New Business

a.

It was moved and 2™ to move forward with the edits for the Annual Town
Meeting Warrant as identified at the Public Hearing. All voted in favor.

Request for Proposal (RFP) for legal services has been drafted by Becky Taylor-
Chase. It was moved and 2™ to move forward with the RFP for legal services.
All voted in favor.

Short Term Rental Policy: Some new language was added from last meeting to
add a 30 day timeline for inspection. The check list for the STR is the same as the
check list for an occupancy permit with 4 additional checks. It was agreed that
once the STR has been inspected, as long as there have been no changes, it would
only have to be that one time. It was also agreed that since a STR is considered a
business, a $20 fee should be paid for the registration of the STR. It was moved
and 2™ to table a decision to approve so that the amended version of this policy
would be voted on at next Select Board meeting. All voted in favor.

Becky reported that Casella has emailed her requesting that their trash pick time
be an hour early during the summer — they usually start at 7:00am. In reviewing
our contract, it states that pick up time is 6:00am which is also reflected in the
ordinance, so no change there. Becky will get the word out to residents via the
variety of communication methods she uses.

Property Valuation Factor Tax Year 2026 Becky reported that Pownal is 10
years past the re-valuation process. In lieu of a re-val this year, our Tax
Assessor’s Agent supports using 30% factoring rate to assist in figuring mil rate,
taxes, etc. It was moved and 2™ to set the Property Value Factor for year 2026 at
30%. All voted in favor.

Old Business — none.
Correspondence — none.
Any other Business:

a.

b.

Becky noted that the Town Planner resigned effective April 23, 2025. She met
with CEOs, Assessor and North Star Planning to see how the town will navigate
for the future and lay some ground work going forward. We will negotiate a
contract with North Star Planning in June.

Jon noted that he received an email from the chair of the Planning Board
informing him of the delegated member responsibilities.

It was moved and 2" to enter in to Executive Session for Personnel matters at
7:00pm. ES was adjourned at 7:26pm.
Select Board meeting was adjourned at 7:27pm.

Respectfully submitted, Kathleen A. Hogue

Z J on Morris Andy ()’Bnen Kate Day



