
Pownal Solid Waste and 

Recycling Committee 
 

August 12th, 2025 
Public Proceeding Minutes  

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:02 PM. 

2. Attendance 

All committee members were present: Dan Nelson, Lesley Taisey, Heidi Richards, Michael 
Pabst and Alan Bradstreet 
 

Guests: 

- Kate Day (Select Board) 

- Bob Van Milligan (Conservation Commission) 

3. Signing of Oaths 

Members signed Fiscal Year 2026 oaths. 

4. Election of Chair 

Dan Nelson was re-elected as Committee Chair. 

5. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from May 29, 2025, were reviewed and approved with one edit (to clarify tonnage 

and percentages per Dan’s notes). 

6. General Discussion 

A. Correspondence with Conservation Commission in regard to the possibility of 

building a Transfer Station 

  - Reviewed town-owned conservation land: 

  - Elmwood Lot: 90 acres under conservation.  

  - Poland Range Road Lots: Identified aquifer and wetlands limit development; concerns 

raised about trailer parks, transfer stations, or landfills in that area. 

- Commission will survey town-owned lots (largest to smallest). 

- Clarification requested on definition of 'open land in Pownal.' 



B. Update from Durham 

- Durham is researching a possible transfer station. 

- Dan asked if Pownal has any suitable town-owned land for such a facility. 

- Heidi suggested inviting EcoME to educate the committee on transfer station 

requirements. 

C. Resident Survey 

- Discussion on developing a survey with three questions about waste/recycling. 

- Options for distribution: at election, via mailer, or online. 

D. Current Waste System Review 

- Consideration of Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) system and Casella’s AI camera system 

(measures compliance with bag usage). 

- Pownal voted against the AI system due to privacy concerns and costs before the new 

system began. 

- Questions raised: 

  - Should Pownal keep its current system? 

  - Share a facility with Durham? 

  - Partner with Freeport or Gray? 

  - Explore alternatives to Casella? 

- Noted: Freeport is not willing to take Pownal’s trash currently due to lack of staff 

support. 

E. Cost Considerations 

- Would current system or transfer station cost more? 

- Emphasis on controlling tipping fees and transparency before contract renewal. 

- Composting, metal collection, and separation discussed. 

- Kate reported on a NorthStar Planning funding program.  

F. Casella Driver Notes 

- Issues noted: late put-outs, bins placed too far from road, bins falling over, and dropping 

a bin into the truck. 

7. Other Business 

- Discussion of financial resources: potential grants for town recycling/transfer station 

needs. 

- Rotary Club may assist elders with trash disposal. 

- Idea raised: build collection sheds at end of roads. 

- Resident survey to further explore options. 



8. Member Updates 

- Heidi will be out for several months (congratulations extended). 

- Patrick Christian will attend EcoME meetings in Heidi’s absence. 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 3:27 PM. 
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