SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, July 18th 2024
7:00 PM, Mallet Hall

Present: Heidi Richards, Dan Nelson, Michael Pabst, Alan Bradstreet.
Absent: Lesley Taisey

~

New committee members were welcomed. Dan Nelson, Alan Bradstreet and Michael
Pabst

Heidi Richards shared that she was stepping down as chair. Dan Nelson offered to take
over chairing the committee. The group voted unanimously for Dan to be the new chair
of the SWRC.

Bin distribution: How is it going? The group shared that it looked like most households
received their bins while some non profits like the church seemed to be missing a set of
bins.

Discussion occurred around concerns around residents ability to move, store, and set up
the bins properly due to Pownal’s unique rural conditions. (long driveways, dirt roads,
big ditches, low lying trees, busy roadways without shoulders, nowhere to store bins,
elderly residents, unsightly bins left out impacting picturesque Pownal, wind, rough
handling of trucks, etc.)

Alternative options were discussed: Have we explored using neighboring towns' transfer
stations, using our own hauler, buying our own truck, having our own transfer station,
joining with Durham to develop a new transfer station.

Discussed the cost breakdown for each household of the bins.

All of the items discussed above will need further exploration.

Public comment - continued disapproval of the bin system and desire to find something
that is more cost effective for Pownal where Pownal still maintains some level of control
over the collection of solid waste and recycling.



