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Preserving Rural Character
& Respecting Property Rights

Through Conservation Subdivisions

PUBLIC HEARING
DECEMBER 11, 2023




These updates come from listening to you.

Comprehensive Plan Committee
had more than 40 public meetings
and 375 survey responses.

Planning Board discussed the
conservation subdivision ordinance
in 7 public workshops and more
than 10 public meetings.

What is special about Pownal?

The Pownal Comprehensive Plan Committee wants to hear from you!

What do you want to remain the same?
What needs to be changed?

How do you envision Pownal 10 years from now?

You are invited to talk with us about the future of our town and
our community. These general meetings will be held at a variety of
dates and locations as listed below. We hope you will join us!

all meetings are 6:30 - 8:00pm

light refreshments will be served

July 17 Polly Nichols Barn, 312 Hodsdon Rd

July 24 North Pownal United Methodist Church
854 Lawrence Rd

July 31  Mallett Hall, 429 Hallowell Rd

Aug 7  William Allen Farm, 284 Allen Rd
(please bring a chair)

Aug 14 Pownal Center Fire Station, Elmwood Rd

Aug 21 North Pownal Community Club, Lawrence Rd L

Aug 28 Pownal Elementary School, 587 Elmwood Rd




Pownal’s 2021 Comprehensive Plan

Key Challenge: Keep Pownal as it is considering inevitable population increases and changing
times. We can’t keep Pownal as it is, but we can strive to keep the rural community feel and way

of life.

Goal: To support and encourage the preservation ofPownal’s rural character and open space.

Goal: Promote housing growth and development types that preserve rural character.

Goal: Protect Open Space/Scenic Views/Wildlife Habitat.

Goal: Facilitate growth and preservation of local farms.

space, farmlands, and recreational spaces

Strongly
Strongly Do Not | Do Not No
Support |Support | Support |Support | Opinion
| support and encourage preservation of open 67.69% |27.02% | 1.11% LE7% 5 E10




Conservation Subdivision

What it does: What it doesn’t:

*Preserves open space, natural and °Increase development potential
scenic resources °Decrease development potential
*Protects property rights *Change single home or minor
*Allows same number of houses as subdivision ordinances

current ordinance °Increase infrastructure costs for tax
*Creates visual buffers to preserve rural payers

character



Current Land Use Ordinance

Two acre minimum lot size and 300 feet of road frontage.

Does this preserve rural character?




Typical Development, Minimum Lot Size = 2 acres
Net Residential Density = 1 dwelling per 2 acres




Alternative Development, Minimum Lot Size = 1 acre
Net Residential Density = 1 dwelling per 2 acres




Which feels more crowded? Which preserves rural character?
We can do better than both these examples.
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@ Example subdivision under curpent ordinance.
18 acres, 8 houses, 2 roads 450 ft long, lot size of 2.25 acres.



@ Example conservation subdivision.
18 acres, 8 houses, 1 road, lot size of 0.9 acres.



Conservation vs Current Ordinance

Example of current subdivision has 4 houses right on the main road, makes
Pownal feel like it is crowded and losing rural character. Conservation subdivision
has longer road with visual buffer hiding buildings, preserving open space.



Pownal’s Comprehensive Plan Vision

In the year 2030, we, the citizens of Pownal, Maine recognize that ours is a
community rooted in our rural nature, with open spaces, streams, woods,
wildlife habitat and welcoming residents. We have had measured growth
governed by fair and thoughtful land ordinances that have promoted affordable
family housing and sustained elderly and/or fixed income housing needs...
Independence, privacy, and regard for our neighbors are values prized by our
residents... We value our town’s natural resources along with our growing
community where families may live and thrive.




You are invited

Public Hearing on
12/18/23 and vote
at a Special Town
Meeting on
1/22/24.
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